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The choifeſt Tovules. Bayxes and ſeaſons, forthe taking of 
any Fiſh, in Pond or River: practiſedand famili= 
arly opened in three Bookes, 
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TO THE WORTHY. 


AND MY. MVCH:/RESPEC- 


TED FRIEND: Mr. Þ o:mn:) 


HazxBormn z, of Tackley, inthe 
Countie of Oxford, Eſquire. 


3 Orthy Syr this Poeme being ſent unto 
> mc tobeprinted after the death ofthe 


SVWVAE euthor , who intended to hawe done 


SEATS 7; ;n bis bye , but was prevented by 
death 1 conld not anory 99 good frienag, be- 
thinke me of any one towhom 1 might moye 7 
dedicate it (44 well for the naturg of the ſu 6 
in which you delight 4s toexpreſſe my loue than 
to your ſelfe. 1fnae it not onehj Javourirg « f Art 
nd Honeſty,two things now ſtrangers unto w 
eLuthors, but alſo both pleaſant and profit 
and bei hto Pap”. 4 of ſuch value 
den in ry curitie, whileſt matters of us moment 
peſter the flales of twery STAT1ONER; / therefore 
 mukebolde to publiſh it, for the benefit and delight 
of all, truſting that 1 ol neither thercby deſþa- 


ef 3 e wif 
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{1 porhing [a 0 ſo much fabiee? 


The Epitle. 


rage the Author, nor diſhke them, 1 neede not, 1 
thmk, grein ezrber the uſe of tbe ſubicit or 
| for that it  reduted into the nature of 4 Peeme ; 
for as ronching the haſt (mthat it isin verſe) force 
count it» by ſo much the more del;vbtfally and I 
% boldecitieuery:may is fit a fubiect} for *Poetry 4s 
! KHusbandry: and touchins the firſh; if Hunting © 
: Hawking haue beene thaught worthy deliahts and 
Artes to be infirutted in, 1 make no doubt bat 
this Art of Angling 7s math. more worthy pra- 
ſe and a; probation. os it is 4 pert euery way 
Spd leſſe rag ke. more pro fable , and 
Z to choller or in atiente 
| & thoſe are : you (h ſhall ; finds it more bri I, plea- 
} fanth & more ceo formed, then ant My this 
9 beretofore. ore 1 referre yours the 

irs Fre adn my ſe Ife to your 200d opinion, 
Vader 4s that } wa wo deere; exer re- 
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Ini due epraiſe of this:Praiſe-w onhy 
$HI and* Worke. 


Nall ar doelecke, butfor doe finae,-... 

Both gaine and gamicy (like Swme and Ihe doe 

'Thenth' Ari of Fifamgchus,is of that kinde; (Lhine, 
The e Angler taketh both with Hoeke and Line, 


And ag,with Zznes,both theſe he. takes; this takes, 
Withn many a Lize,well made,both fv and Haris, 


le Shit1IG fe GKll-Full makes: 
whereof diſcetedfolheparts,  * 
'Vpon an humble S«bie# pieuer Jay 
Moreptoude yerplainer Lines the plaine to a 
= playtter +79 with" plrwre-eo ſuruay, 
ror. re it, with profir, by that D E E Dt: 


hothinke rhis hillvevs torthan, for theb:2, 
"This e Logler a god won | betave there 


And, by chis hell, 
THe/ohes 


a; Dani. 


3 In what Waters and Rinert to finde each Fiſh. 


2 What weather, ſe _ times of the yeere i beſ | 


The Contents. 
| The firſt Bookecontaineththeſe 3, heads. 


EY es, axtiquitic of Angling, with the Art of Fi. 

ks f Fiſh in general, : 

2 The vs em Veeſſs $ Pr got profit thereof, with all 

Obietions, anj1 wered, again i, 

3 Tokvnow the ſeaſon, aud times to pronide the Tooles 

and how to chooſe the beſt, and the manner how 19 
make them fit totake each [exerall Fiſh. 


The ſecond Booke, containeth 
"He Anglers experience,how to vſe bis Tooles | 
and Bayer, to make profit by his game, Ml x 
2 What Fiſh ur not taken with eAvgle, andwhatiiind 
which is beſt for health, 


. 


The third Booke containeth, 


He 12, vertues and qualitie! which eaale to 
be in every An 


and worſt., and what boures of the day is beſt for 


3 f(a each Fiſhes bawnt , and. the tinees t0 take 


hem, 
Alf, an obſcure ſecret, of an approned Bait pending 
therennto. : 
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way of eAngling. 
Ms The firſs Booke: 


5 JI eAngling,and the Art thereof I ling, (haue; 
; 6 | *N} What kinde of Tooles it doth behoue to 
PRW227 And with what pleaſing bayr a man may bring = 
'. ThefFiſhto bire within the watry waue. 
A worke of thankes to ſuch asinathing 
Of harmlcſle pleaſure, haue regard to faue © ' + | 
T heir deareſt foules fromlinne; and may intend - 
- 'Of pretious time, ſome part thereon to ſpend. 


You Nymphs that inthe Springs and Waters ſivect, 
Your dwelling haue, of euery Hill andDale, 
Andoft amidſt the Meadowes greene doe meer, 
To ſport and play, and heare the Nightingale ; 
Andinthe Riuers freſh doe waſh your fect, 
While Progne: ſiſtertels her wofull tale: 

. Such aydeand power vnto my verles lend, 

As may ſuffice this little / as tocnd. IP 
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The firſt Booke > 


| | And thou ſweet * Boyd that with thy watry ſway, 

| S Doſt waſh the cliffes of Deington and of Weeke ; 

| & Andehroughtheir Rockes with'creoked windlhg way, 
{ * Thy mother eſzonrunneſt fofttoleckes © 

> Inwhoſe fayre ſtreames the {peekled 7r9nt doth play, 
| & The Roche,the Dace, the Gudgin, and the Blecke, 

by Teach metheskill with (lender Line and Hooke 


tt To take each Fiſh of Riuer, Pond, and Brooke. 


| T he time for proniding Angle Rods, 
| | BL when the Sunne beginneth to decline” 
 & Southward his courlc, with his fayreChario! bright, 

' Andpalled hath of Heauen the middleLine, — © 
| That makes of equall length both day andnight 
| 

: 

| 
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And leftbehind his backethe dreadfull figne, 
|  Ofcrucll Cexravre, laincin drunken fight, _ 
' When Bcaſts do mourne,and Birds forlake their fong, 
And euery Creature thinkes the night too long. =» 


| andbluſiring $5706 wth hischilling cold, 

| Vnelothedhath the Trees of Sommersgreene 

' And Woods, and groues, are nakedro behold, 

Of:Leaues and Branches now diſpoyledcleane : 

So that their fruitfull Rocks they doe vnfold, 

Andlayabroad their of-[pring tobeſtene; * © f 
Wherenature ſhewes her great increaſe of kinde 
Touch as ſccke their tender ſhutes'to finde. © 


Then 


0 "2.0 yy. | 
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Then goeinto ſome great eLrcadian wood, 
Wherefore of ancient Huzels doc abound |; 
And ſcekeamonglt their ſprings and tender brood, 
Such ſhutesas are the ſtraighteſt, long, and round ; 
And ofthemall (tore vp what youthinke good) -. 
But faireſt chooſe, the (moorheſt, andmolt ſounds 
So thatthey doe not two yeares growth <FLREG; 
Inſhape and beautie like We Beleicke Reed; 


Thele pruncand denſe of eucry leafeand pray, . 

Yet leaue thetendertop remaining (till: | 

Then home with thee goe beare them fate away, 

But periſh not the Rincand verer Pill ; 

And on ſome cuch boarded floore them lay, 

Wherethey may dry and ſeaſon ar their fill;" } 
And place vpon their crooked parts. meddightt 
Topreſfe them downe z and keepe them plaine and 

(ſtraight. -/ 


So ſhaltthou have alwayes in ſtore che belt, 
And fitteſt Rods toſerue thy turne aright 
For not thebritrle Cane,nor all therelt, 
T like ſowell, though it be longapd light, - 
Since that the Fiſh arcfrighted withthe leaſt 
AlpeR of any glirtcring thing, or whites 
Nor doth it by one halte ſowell incline, 
As doth the aa rodto ſauethe linc; 
Bz 


The firſt Booke 


To make the Line. 
-| f E495 get good Hayre, ſo thatit benotblacke, 
Neitherof Mare nor Gelding letit be ; 
Nor of the tyreling Iadethat bearcs the packe: 
Burt of ſome Juſty Horſe or Courler free, 
. Whole buſhic taylevpon the ground doth tracke, 
Like blazing ( omere that ſumetimes we ſee : 
From wut the mid'ſt thereof the longeſt take, 
At leyſure beſt your Linkes and Lines tomake. 
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Thentwiſt them finely,as youthinke moſt meet, 

By kill or practiſe ealie to he found 

As doth Arachue with tier ſlender feet ; 

Draw forth her little thread along the ground, 

But not too hard or ſlacke, the mcaneis (weer, 
Leaſt ſlackethey ſnarle, or hard they proue vnſound, 
And intermixt with (iluer, (ilke, or gold, 

The tender hayres,the better ſo to hold, 


=o 


Thenend to end, as falleth totheirlot, 

L ctall your Linkes in order as they lie 

Be knit together, with chat Fiſhers knot 

That will not lip, or with the wer vntie : 

 ,.. Andatthe loweſt end forget irnor 

'. To leave aBought or Coinpalle likeaneye, 

The Linkethar holds your Hooke to hang vpon, 
Whenyou thinke good tutakeitoff an A 
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Which Linke muſt neither be fo great nor ſtrong, 
Nor like of colour as the others were ; - | 
Scant halfe ſo big, ſo that it be as long : 
Of grayeſt Hue, and of the foundeſi Hayre, 
Leaſt whiles it hangs the liquid waues among 
The light thereof, the warie Fiſh ſhould feare. 
Andatone cnd a Loope or Compalle fine, 
To faſten to the other of your line. 


Corke, 


Hen take good {orke,fo much as ſhall ſuffice, 
For euery Line to make his ſwimmer fit; 

And where the mid(t and thickeſt parts dothriſe, | 

There burne around {mall hole quite thorow itz — | 

And put thereina Quill of equall lize, 

But take good heed the (orke you doe not (lit. | 
Then round or ſquare with R azoy pare itneare, 
Piramid-wile, or like a ſlender Peare. 


The ſmaller end doth ſerue to finke more light, 
Into the water with the Plummets (way ; 
The greater ſwims aloft and ſtands vpright, 
To keepethe Line and Bayt at euen Nay. 
That when the Fiſh begins to nib and byte, 
The mouing of the float doth them bewray: 
Theſe may you place ypon your Lines at will, 
Andſloppethem with awhiteand handſome Quill. } 
| B'3 Then [| 
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Fookes, 


"FT Hen buy your Hookes the fineſt and the beſt 
That may be had of ſuch as 'vſe tolell,  * 
Andfrom the greateſt to the very leaſt 


| 4 | Of cuerylort picke outandchuſe them well, 
| Such asin ſhape and making palle the reſt, 


And doetor [trength and foundnetle moſt excel: 
Thenin a little Boxe of cryeſt wood Ko 
From rult and canker keepethem faire and good. 


That HookeT {ouethat is in compalle round 

Like to the 'print that Pegaſms did make, 

With horned hoofe £pon Theſſalian ground ; 

From whence forthwith Per»aſſ: ſpring out brake, 
T hat doth in pleaſant Waters ſoabound : © 1 
And of the. Mn/es oftthe thirſkdoth (lake, 

Who on his fruicfull bankes docfit and ling, 
Thatall the world of their (wee tunes doth ring. 


Or as Z#anmantiunenſhelift rofhrowd 

Her ſelfe againſt the parching ſunny ray, 

 Vnder the mantieof faine{tprmy cloud, + 1: 5 
Where ſhe her ſungryco/lours doth difplay | 
Like /#»92s Bird, of her faire garments proud,; 1: [/”: 

T hat P:&b5-gauc her on ber marriage day 211 17 

Shcwesforth her goodly Circle farre and wide,;” 

| Tomortall wightsthat wonder at her pride. /: 
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His Shavk ſhould neither betoſhortnor long, 

His point not querſharpe, nor yet roo dull ; 

The ſubltance good that may indure from wrong; 

His Necdle ſlender, yet boch round and full, - 

Made of the right /ber5an metrell firong, 

That will not (treech nor breake at cuery pull, 
Wrought ſmooth and cleane withoutcn cracke or 

And beard: like the wilde + 4ra#4ar goat. (knot 


Then letyuur Hooke be ſure and ſtrongly plaſte 

Vato-your lowelt Linke with Silke or Hayre, 

Which you may doe with. oftenouercalte, .. 

So that you draw the Bouts together ncare,. |, 

Andwith both ends.makeallcheotherfaſt;; ., 

That no bare placeorrifing knot appeare:, ; 1. 
Thenon that. Linke hang Leads of cucn waight 
To raiſe your floate, and carry downe yourhaite. 


Thus haue you R 04, Line,Float, and Heoke ; 
The Rod to ſtrike; when-you ſhall chinkeit fic, 
The Lineto lead the Fiſh with wary kill, 

The Float and Quill to warneyouot the bit;.. -. 
The Hooke to hold him by the chap or gill, 
| Hooke, Line,and Rod, all guided to your wit. 
Yet there remaines of Fiſhing tooles to tell, 
 Someotherſorts that you 


muſt haue as well, 
FL Other - 


A 


Of Cypres ſweet, orof ſome other kinde, Y! "1 
That like a Trenchor ſhall it ſelfe exrend: 


The firſt Booke®* + 


Other fihhing Tooles, q 


Little Beord, chelighteſt you can finde, 
But not ſo thin that i will breake or bend ; 


3 1 


KN. od nent AR 


Made ſmooth andplaine, your Lines thereon to winde, 
With Battlements at euery other end: 

Like to the Bulwarke of ſome ancient Towns,” 

As well-wald Sylcheſter now raped downe. Ws 


| ] 

A Shooe (6 Yeare the trawling Works teri, & *. 

With hole abouero hang lng your ſide,” SY 00M | 
A hollow -Canethat iſt be lis hr and thin,” OC | 


| Wherein the Bobb and Palmer | ſhaltabide,” 


Which mult be ſtopped with an handſome _. " - 
Leaſt out againe your baytes doe hapto ide; '- 


Alittle Box that coveredcloſe fethaltlye; | 
To oe _—_ the bulie Sn Flyc. 


ya 


Thenmuſt you hate a Phectner formed round,”: 

Like to the Pellet of abirding Bow #7 0 7 

Wherewith you may the ſecret'ſt waters ſound, ' 

And ſeryour Noa: thereafter high;or low, ! >: 

Till you the depth thereofhaue tiely found: os 

And, on thelame atwiſted thread beſtow :''1 1» 7 
* At your owne vill;tohang it of voorhooke,? 
And lotoletit downeinto the Brooke. 


»- 
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Of Lead likewiſe, yetmuſt you haue a Ring, 
Whoſe whole Diameter in lengeh containes 
Three Inches full, and fa(tned to a (tring 
That muſt belong and (ure, if need con(traines : / 
Through whofe round hole you ſhall your. Angle 
Angler it fall into the watry playne : ' (bring, 

' Vntilthe come the weedes and:{tickes vnto; 

From Whence your. hookcit ſeructh to vndo. 


_ _ Haue Lacks ood fore to ſerue your turne withall, 
Leaſt chat you happenſometoloſe or breake; 
As in great waters oft it doth befall, © 
When that che Hooke is nought or Line r00, weake 
And waxed thread, or filke; foit be ſmall © ". 
To ſer they on, that if you liſt towreake *** 5 > 1 
' Your former lofle, you may ſupply the _—_ 
Andnotrerurne with (orrow and diſgrace. * | 


Haue twilt likewiſc, ſo thatit be not white, 
Your Rodto mend, or broken top totye; _. 
For all whitecolours doc the Fiſhes fright. 
And make them from the baytcaway to flye; 
A Fileromend your hogkes, both {mall and h Bf 
A good ſharpe knife, your Girdle hanging by : 

A Pouch with many partsand purſes thin, . 
TO all your Toole and Trynkets in. 


« | Yet] 
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{/! Yet muſt. you haucalittleRip beſide, 

17 Of Willow twigs, the fineſt youcan wiſh ; 

{| Which ſhall W. mide fo handſome and ſo wide 

{|| As may containe good ſtore of {undry/Fiſh : /- - 
[| Andyectwith caſc be hanged by your (ide, - 

| Tobring them home the h——__ your diſh, 

Alittle Netthat ona Pole ſhall ſtand, 

- The mighty Pyke or heauy Carpeto Land. 


He ſenerall T ooles, and what garment i futeſt. 


ANY let you garmentsRuſſetbeor gray, | 
Of colour darke, and-hardeſt codilcery,; | 
!/ | That with the Raineor weather will away, | 
!| | Andleaſt offend the fearcfull Fiſhes 
|| Forneither Skarlct nor rich cloth o 74 Wa 
Nor colours diptin freſh eAſſyria» dye, 

Nor tender lkes ,of Purple, Paulc, or golde, 

- Will ſerue ſo well to kee pe oft wet or colde. 


In this aray the »Faz/-7 good ſhall-goe 

- Vntothe Brooke, to ne. his vviſhed game; 
| | Like olde <Menalcrs vyandring to and For 
' | Vatill hechance tolight vpon the fame, - 
' | Andtherc his art and canning ſhall beſtow, 
|. Forcuery Fiſh his bayte Swell to frame, - 
That long ere Phebiu ſet in Weſterne fome, 


Fo OT IA AA tits at. 


| 


| He ſhall returne wel loadento his home. 
| . | Obiettion, 
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Obiettion, 
Omey outhfull Gellent here perhaps will Ia | 
This is no-paltiime fora gentieman.. 
It were more ht at cardes anddice to play, 
To vie both fence and dauncing now and: Com 
Or walke the ſtreetes in-nice-and flrange Aray 
Or with coy phraſes court his Miſtris fan, {+ +7 
A poore delight with toyle and painful = q 
With lofle of time a billy Fiſh-to catch. 


What pleaſure can it beto walke about; 

The fields and meades in heator pinching cold? | 

And ſtand all day to catch-a filly Tronr, 

That is not adeth a tealtertobelſold, 

And peraduenture ſometimes \goe ne" ig 

B elides the toles and troublegmanifold, | 
Andto bewaſht with many a ſhowre of rayne; 
Before he can returnefrom thence againe? 


Morecaſe it were, and moredelightI trow, 

Inſome ſweet houſe to patſe thetime away, 

Among(tthe belt,with braue and gallant ſhow, 

And wich faire dames to daunce, to ſport and play, 

Andon the board, thenimblediceto roar 

That brings in gaine,and helps the ſhotto pay, 
Andwith good wineand ſhore of dainty fare, 


T O feelear will and take but little Care. | 


_ PR —_— 
MG... iti eto are —_— 
- 


The e Anſwere.. 


Meanc not here mens ervou 
Nor doe enuictheir ſeeming happy | | 
Butrather meruaile why they doernor loue 

An honelſt ſpore that is without debate ; 
Since theirabuſcd paſtimes often moue 
Their mindesto anger and to mortall hate :: 
And as in bad delights their timethey {pend, 
So oft it brings them to no betterend. 


Indeed itis a lifeof letſerpaine, A 

Toft at play from noonerill ir be night : 

And then from night till it be noone againe, 

With damned oathes,pronounccd in deſpight, 

For little cauſe and cuery trifle vaine, 

To curſe, to brawle, to quarrell, and tofight, . 
To packe the Cardes, and with ſomecozning tricke 
His fellowes Purſe of all his coyneto picke. 
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Or to beguile another of his Wife, 

As did &/E ohaſt us eAramemmon ferue: 

Orasthat Roman"Monarch leda life * Nero. 
Tofpoyleand fpend,while others pine and ſterue, 
And to compel! their friends with fooliſh ſtrife, 


To take moredrinkethenwill their health preſerue : 


And to conclude, for debtor iuſt deſart, 
In bafer tune to ling the Comnter-pare. : 
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O let me rather onthe pleaſant Brinke 

Of 7yne and Trent polletle ſome dwelling placez ' 

| Where I may ſce my Quill and Corke downelinke, / 

With cager bit of B=rbul, Bleike, or Dace : 

. | And on the World and his Creatorthinke, 

While they proud Thais painted ſheat imbrace. 
And with the fume of {ſtrong Tobacco"; ſmoke, 
All quathog round are ready for to choke, 


Letthem chat liſt theſe paſtimes then purſue, 
Andon their plealing fancies feede their fill ; 
So lthe Fields and Mcadowes greene may view, 
And by the Rivers freſh may walke at will, 
Among the Daze: and the YVielers blew : 
Red Hyacinth, and yealow Daffadsl, 
Purple Narciſſ,like the morning rayes, 
Pale Ganderg/as,and azour Culnerkayer.. 


I count it better pleaſureto behold 

The goodly compatlc of theloftic Skye, 

And in the midft thercof like burning gold 
The flatning Chariot of the worlds great eye; 
The watry cloudes chatin the ayre vprold 
Wich ſundry kindes of painted collours flie: 


And fayre eAurora liftin vp her head, * * b: 
All blaſkiog riſe fromold Thiroww bed. | 


A0k; 


"The firſt Booke 


The hills and Mountaines raiſed from the Plaines, 
"The plaincs extended lene!l with rhe ground, 
The ground deuided into fundry vaincs, 
The vaines inclos'd with running rivers rounde, 
The riuers making way through natures chaine, 
With headlong courle into the fea profounde: 
The (urging fea beneath the valleys low, 


The valleys [weet, and lakes that loucly flowe, 
7 


The lofty woods the forrefts wide and long, 
Adornd with leaucs and branches freſh and greene, 
In whole coole bow'rs the birds with chaunting ſong, 
Doe welconic wich their quire the Summers Quecne, 
The mcadowes faire where Flors's guifts among, 
Arc intermixt- the verdant graflc betweene, 

The (ilucr skaled fiſh chat ſoftlic fvimme, 

Wichin the brookes and Chriſtall watry brimne, 


All cheſe and many more of his creation, 

That made the heauens, the -+2/er oft doth ſee, 
And rakes therein no little deleRation, 
To thinke, how ſtrange and wonderfull they be, 

' Framing thereof an inward contetnplation, © © 
To ( his thoughrs from other fancies free, 


- And whiles hee lookes on thele withiioyfull eye, | . 
_ His mind is rapt abouc che ſtarry 6kye, 
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T bs eAuthor of eAngling. 


Bi how this Art of Angling did beginne, 
And who thevſe thereof and praQtile found, 
How many times and ages lince haue bin, 
Wherein the funne hath dayly compalt WW 
Thecircle that che lignes rwice {ixearc in* 
And yeelded yearcly comforrtto theground, 

It were too hard for me to bring abour, 

Since Onid wrote not all that ſtory our. 


Yer to content the willing Readers care, 
s I will noe ſpare the fad report to tell, 

When good De«caliin and his Parka deere, 

Were ety lefr vpon the carth-ro dwell 

Of all che reſt that overwhelmed were 

Wirh that great floud, that intheir dayes befell, 
Wheren the compalle of the world fo round, 
Borh ian and bealt with\ waters deepe were dround. 


Betweer! theimſelues they wept and made great moane, 4 
How to repaire againe the wofull fall, | 
Of all mankinde, whereof they two alone 7 

The rembant were;and-wrerched ng, 

But atiy, mcanesor hope inthem wasnone, 
Ti at might reſtore fo greaz alolle withall, : 
incethey were ag<d, andin-yeares ſo runne, - 


4 G 


-:TThat now almott their threed of life was ſpunne, 


Toe firſt Booke-. 


| Vntill at laſt theyſaw where as there ſtood 

An ancient Temple, waſted andforlorne; _ _. 
Whole holy fires and ſundry offerings good, _ 
The late outragious waues away had borne : . l 
Bur whcnavlength downefallen was the flood; © © 
The waters low it proudly ganto ſcorge, © 
Vato thar place they chought it beſt to goe, 
Thecounſell of the 4oddeſſe thereto know. 
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Forlong beforcthatfearcfull Deluze great, 
The vniucrſall Earth had oucrflownez _ 
Aheauenly power there placed had her ſeate, _ 
And anſweres gave of hidden things vnknowne, ' *_ * 
" Thither they went herfauourtointreat, © [A 
| Whoſe fame throughoutthat coalt abroad was blow ls 1 
By her aduiceſome way or meane to finde,” | 
_ Howto renew the race of humanckinde, 
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Proftratc they fell vpon the ſacred ground, 

' Kiflirg che ſtones, and ſhedding many a teare; | 

Andlowly bent their aged bodies downe _ + 

Vnto the carth,withſadund heavy cheare 3 

Praying the Saintwithſ6fr-2nd dolefull found 

That ſhe vouchſafetheir humble ſuitero heare. _ 
TheGoddeſſe heard, and bad them gocandtake, 
The tonite 8: chro DH EABAE, 
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This Oracle obſcure, and darke of fence, 
Amazed much their mindes with feareand doubt, 
| What kindof meaning might be drawnefrom aka | 
| And uy + Fer Bue _ finde it s on. ; 
-| How withſo great a linne they might diſpence 
[Their Pont bones to caft and ew about: 
'| Thus when they had long time in ſtudie ſpent, , 
Out of the Church with carefullthoughe they went 


And now beholding berter every place, 
-[Each Hill and Dale, each Riuer, Rock,and Tree 3 ; 
[And mzing thereupon a lictle ſpace, _. f 

[They thoughe the Earth their mother well might be, | 
' | And that the ſtones that lay before their face, - : Y 
3 To be her bones did nothing diſagrees | 
— | Whereforeto proue if it were falſe ortrue, , | 
The fcatteted tones behind their backs they "702 


Forthwith the tones (a wondrous thing to heare, 
- [Began to mouecas they hadlife conceiu'd, 
| [Andwaxed greater ron at firſt they were ; 
' [Aid more andmorethe ſhapeof manreceiu 'd; 
Till every w'/ nj molt plainely did a peare, 

Y r= nt hy {ork _ Gkrakeds *: 
e. | They , they ſpake, t| ey went, and toog 
.. Asotherliving men are _ tOG0e, a 
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The firſt Booke _ 
| Thus vvas the carth repleniſheda new, 
$ With people ſtrange, [prung vp with little paing, 
\ Of whole increale the progenic that grew, 
{FF Did ſoone ſupply the empty world apaine z 

'} But now a greater care there did inſue, 
{ How ſuch a mightie number to maintaine, 


Since foode there was not any to be found, 
Forthat great flood had all deſtroydand drownd. 


T hen did Dexcalion firſt the Art invent 

Of eLnglmg, and his peopletaught the lame; 

And to the Woods and groues with them hee went 
Fittooles to finde for this moſt needfull game; _ 

'} Therefrom thetrecs the longelt ryndes they rent, _ 

\  Wherewith ſtrong Lines chey roughly twiſt and frame, 
# And ofeachcrooke'of hardeſt Buſhand Brake, 

They made them Hookes the hungry Fiſh to take. 


Andtointicethem to the eager bit, 


« 


Dead frogs and flies of ſundry ſorts. 


is D | he tookez. _.. 
'F And ſnayles and vyormes ſuch as he found molt fit, 
'} Whercin to hide the cluſc and deadly hooke : 
And thus, with praftiſe and inuentiuc wit, . _ . 
He found the meanes in cuery lake and brooke - 
Such ſtore of Fiſh to take with little paine, 
_ As didlong time this people new fuſtaine. 
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of the ſecrets of Anoling. 

In this rudeſort b-gan this ſimple Art, 

And lo remain'd in that firſt age of old, 

When Sarwrne did eAmaltheas horne impart 

Vnto the world, that then-was all of Gold ; 

The Fiſh as yet had felt but little ſmart, 

And were to bite more cager, apt,and bold :+ 
And plentie (till (upplide' the place againe - 
Of wocfull want,whereof we now complaine. 


But when in time the feare and dread of man 
Fell moreand more on euery living thing, 
And all thecreatures of the world began 
Toſtand in awe of this vſurping King, 
Whole tyranny fo farreextended than © 
That Earthand Seas it did in thraldome brings 
It wasg worke of greater paine and skill, * 
The wary Fiſh in lake or Brooke to kill: - 


So worſe and worſetwo ages niore did paſſe, 
Yet (till this Artmore perfe& daily grew, 
For then the ſlenderRodinuented was, 
Of finer ſore then former apes knew, W 
And Hookes weremade of {iluer and of braſle, 
And Lines of Hempe andFlaxe were framed new, 
And ſundry baites experience fuund out more, 
Then elder times did know or try before. 
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The firſt Booke - 


EF Britat thelaſt the Iron age drew neere, 
TEE! Of allche reſt thehardeſt; and moſi ſcant, 
134; Thc Lines were made of Silke and ſubtile hayre 
F' And Rods of lighteſtCanc and Hazell plant, 
F And Hookes of hardeſt ſteele inuented were, 
That neither skill nor workemanſhip did want, 
© Andſothis Artdid intheendattaine 
Vntothat ſtate vvhere now it doth remaine. 


5; But here my weary My/e a while mult reſt, 
&7/ Thatis not vicd to ſo longaway; —_ 
7 And breath,or pauſe alittle at the [caſt 
' Ar this Landsend, vatill another day, 
Andthen againc, if ſo ſhe thinke it beſt ; 
Our taken-taske afrcſh wee will aflay, 
And forward goe as firſt we did intend, 
Till that wee come vnto our iourneyesend. 


The end of the firſt Booke. 
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E=*7\ Efore,] taught what kinde of Tooles were fie 
a P44 For himto hauethat would an Angler bez 
15199 1 And how he ſhould with PR & with wie 
@=E= prouide himſclfe thereof in beſt degree; 
Now doth remaineto ſhew how to the bit 
The Fiſhes may be brought,that carſt were free, 
And with what plealing baits intis'd they are, 
To fallow downe the hidden Hooke vnware; 
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Bates, 


T vverenot meet toſend a Huntſman out 
Into theWoods, vvith Net, vvith Gin, or Hay, 
' To tracethe brakes and buſhes all about, 
The Stag, the Foxe, or Badger to betray : 
If hauing found his game, heſtandin doubt 
Which way to pitch, or vvhere his ſnaresto lay, 
And vvithvvhattraine he may cntiſe vvithall 
_ The fearefull beaſtinto his trapto fall. 
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The ſecond Booke 

So, though the » Angler have good toreof tooles, 
And 2h. with skill-in fineſt ſort can frame; + * 
Yet whenhe comesto Riuers, Lakes, and Pooles, 
If that he know nor how to ole the ſame, 

And with what baites to make the Fiſhes fooles, 

* He may goe hameas wiſe as out he came, | 
And of his comming boaſt himſelfe as well 

As Hop: ON ao his __— FOG ell. | 


| \Not that I take vpon mee to impart 
More then by others hath before beenetold z 

Orthat the hidden ſecrersof this Art © 

I would ynto the vulgar ſortvnfolde, 

Who peraduenture for my paines defart 

Would count me worthy Za/amt horſe to holde : 

But onely tothe willing learner ſhow | 

So nuch thereof as ny lutfiſe to know. # 


But here, O Neptwne, that with triple Mace 
Dolt rulethe raging of the Ocednwide; 
I] meddle not with thy deformed race 

Of monſters. hog 6b inthofe waues abide : 


The man of God did in his belly hide; 
| Andcalt him out vponthe Exx#n ſhore, 


With that great Whale,that by three whole dayes ſacs 


AS ſafe and ſound as he CR before > 


Nor 
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of the ſecrets of Angling. 
Nor with that Orke that on {ephean ſtrand 
Would haue deuour'd eLrdromeda the faire, 


Wham Per/exs {Icw with ſtrong and valiant hand, 


Delivering her from danger and deſpaire, _ 


The Hurlepoole huge that higher then the land, 


Whole ſtreames of water ſpouteth in the ayre, 
The Poryors large that playing ſwims on hie, 
Portending ſtormes or other tempelts nic. 


Nor that admirer of ſweet Muſickes ſound, 

T hat on his backe e4rion boreaway z 

And brought to ſhore out of the Seas profound, 

The Hippotam: that like an horſe dot neigh, 

The Aors,that fromthe rockes inrolled round, 

Within his teeth himſclfe doth (afe convay : 
The Tortoy/e couerced with his target hard, 
The Tw«berone attended vvith his guard. 


Nor with that Fiſh that beareth in his ſnout 

A ragged ſword, his foes to ſpoile and kill ; 
Nor that fierce Thraſher, that doth fling about 
His nimble flayle, and handles him atwill : 


The rauenous Sharks that with the ſweepings our 


And filth of ſhips doth oft his belly fill, 


The flying Fifh, and takes them for his pray, 
EV 7, C 4 
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The + Abacore that followeth night and; day. 


The | 


The ſecond Booke 


© | "The Crocodile that vyeepes when he doth vYrong.. 
| Ah Hollibut that hurts the appetite, a6 $» 
TheTwrbut broad, the Sceale,the Sturgion ſtrong, 
The C od and C 0XJZtE, that greedy are-to bite, Ke 9] 
The Haake, the Haddoike, and Conger long, 
The yeallow Ling, the Hupel faire and white, 
4 Theſpreading Ray, the Thornback thin and far, 

The boyſterous Baſe, the hoggiſh 77 *u"7 far,” 


Theſe kindes of Fiſh thatare (o large of life,” | 
And many more that here I leauevntolde:* * 
Shall goe for me, andall the reſt likewiſe 
 Thataretheflockeof Proteru watry folde : 

For well T thinke my Hookes vyouldnot fuffile, 
Nor ſlender Lines, the [caſt oftheſeto holde. * 
© I leauethemthereforetotheſi 


elurging Scas, 
In that huge depth, to wanderatthcir eaſe. 


And ſpeake of ſuch as in the freſh are foung, 
Thclittle Roach,the Meniſe biring faſt,” © 
| Theſlymie Texcb, the ſlender Smet and round, 
| The Umber(weet, the Grazeling good of caſte, 
The vvholeſome Ruff, the Barb notſo ſound, 
The Pearch and Pike thatall thereſt doe waſte, 
The Bream, the Carpe, the Chub and ( haxendar, 
And many more thatin freſh waters are. $4 
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of the ſecrets of Angling. 


Sitthen Thalia on ſome plealant banke, 
Among ſo many as faire Aon hath, | 
And marke the Anglers how they march in ranke, 
Somegqut of Briſtoll, fome from healthfull Barb ; 
How all the Rivers ſides alongthey flanke, 
Andthroughthe Mcadowes \ dro their wonted path: 
| See how heie vvit andcunning they apply, 
Tocarch the Fiſh thatinthe waters lye. 


For the Go 0dgion, 


Oc, iff little Boate vyhere one doth and, 
That to a Willow Bough the while is ride, * 
And with apole doth free and raiſe the ſand, 
Whereas thegenele ſtreame doth ſoftly (lide, 
And then vvith ſlender Lineand Rod in hand, 
The eager bienot long he doth abide, 

' Wellleaded is his Line, his Hooke but ſmall, 

A good big Corketo beare the ſtreame withall, 


His baite the leaſt red worme that may befound, 
Andat the bortome it doth alwayes lyc; 
Whereat the greedy Goodgion bires ſo 0 
That Hooke and all he ſwalloweth by and by : 
Scc how he ſtrikes, and puls them vpas round 
Asif new ſtore the play did ſtill fupply. 
And when the be doth dye or bad doth proue, 
, Then to another place he doth remoue. 
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| \ The ſecond Booke | 
Þ!/ This Fiſh the fitteſt for a learner is 
| That in this Art delightstotakeſome paine 3 

8! For as high flying Seve that often mitle 

&! The (ifter foules, arc caſed with a traine, 

!/ So toa young beginner yeelderth this, 

Such readie ſport as makes him proue againe, 
And leades him on with hope and glad deſire, 
To greater 8Kill, and cunning to aſpire. | 


For the Roche, 


Hen ſee on yonder (ide, where one doth fit 
With Line well ewiſted,and his Hooke but ſmall; 
His Corke not big, his Plummets round and fit, 
His bayt of finelt paſte, a little ball 

|! Wherewith he doth intice vnto the bit, 

|| The carcleſle Rothezrhat ſoone is caught withall; 
{| Withina footethe ſame dorthreachthe ground, 


And with leaſt touch the float (traighe linketh downe, 


And as a skilfull Fowler that doth vic, 

The flying Birds of any kinde to take, _ 

The fitteſt and the beſt doth alwayes chulc, 

| Of many ſorts aplcaling ſtale to make, 
Which if he doth perceiuc they doe refule, 

And of miſlike abandonandforlake, 

To win their loue againe,and gettheir grace 
Forthwith doth put anotherinthe place- _ 


So 
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of the ſecrets of Angling. 

So for the Reach more baites he hath belide, 

As ofa ſheepe the thicke congealed blood, 

Which on a board he vſeth to deuide 

In portions ſfiall, to make them fir and good, 

That better on his hooke they may abide : 

And of the waſpe the white and tender brood, 
And wormes that breed on eucry hearbe and tree, 
And ſundry fliesthat quicke and lwely be. 


For the Da 4 


2 Hr. where as that Poplar gray doth grow, 
Hard by the ſame where one doth clolcly (tand, 
And with the winde his Hooke and bayt doth throw 
Amid the ſtreame vvith (lender hazell wand, 
W here as he (ees the Dace themſclues doe ſhow, 
His 'eye is quicke, and ready is his hand, 
 Andwhen the Fiſh doth riſe to catch the bayt, 
He preſently doth ſtrike, and takes her (trayr, 


O worlds deceit ! how are we thrald by thee, 
Thatdolt thy gall in (weeteſt pleaſures hide ? 
When moſt wethinkein happieſt ſtate to be, 
Then doe we ſooneſt into danger llide, * 
Behold the Fiſh that cuen now was free, 
Vnto the deadly hooke how heis tide, 

So vaine dcelightsalure vs tothe ſnare, 
Whercin ynwares wefalt intangled are. 


The ſecond Booke 


For the Carpe. 
BY now againe (ce where another ſtands, 
And ſtraines his rod that double ſecmes to bend, 
Loc how he lcades and guides him with his hands, 
Leaſt that his line ſhould breake or Angle rend, 
Then with a Net (ee how at laſt he lands, 
A mighty { arpe and has him in the end, 
. Solargehe is of body,ſcale,and bone, 
 Thatrodandall hadlike to haue beene gone, 


| Marke whataline he hath, well made and tfong, 
| Of Bucephall, or Bayard: ſtrongeſt hayre, 

T wilted with greene or watched filke among, 
Like bardeſt ewinc, that holds th' intangled Deare, 
Not any force of Fiſh will doc it wrong, 

In Tyne, or Trent, or Thame heneedes not feare: 
The knots of cuery lincke are knit fo (ure, 
That many a plucke and pull they may indure. 
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Hiscorke is large, made handſome, ſmooth,and fin, 
The leads according,cloſe, and fit thereto, 

A good round hooke ſet on with lilkentwine, 

That will not ſlip nor calily vndoe ; 

His bait great wormes that long in moſle haue bin, 
| Which by his ſide he bearcth in a ſhooe. | 
Orpalte wherevith he feedes him oft before, 
. Thatatthebotrom lycsa footeor more, 
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of the ſecrets of Angling. 
For the Chub and T romt, 
\ Ee where another hides himſelfe as (lye, 
As did eAFQeon, or the fearcfull Deere 
Behinde a withy, and with watchfull cy 
Attends the bit within the water agg 
And on thetop thereof doth moue his flyc, 
With ſkilfull hand, as if he living were. 
Loc how the Chxb, the K oche, the Dace, and Trow!, 
To catch thereat doe gaze and ſwimme abour. 


His Rod, or Cane, made darkefor being ſcene, 

The leiſeto fearethe warie Fiſh withall : 

His Line well twiſted is, and wrought ſo cleane 

That being ſtrong, yet doth. it ſhew but ſmall, 

His Hooke not great, nor little, but berweenc, 

That light vpon che watry brimme may fall, 
The Line in length ſcant halfe the Rod exceedes, 
And neither Corke,nor Leade thereon it needes, 


For the Trout, and Eele. 


| 
Ow ſce ſome ſtanding where the ſtreamedoth fall; | 
With headlongcourle behind the ſturdy weere, | 
That ouerthwart the riucr, like a wall, 
The water ſtops,and ſtrongly yvpdothbeare, 
And atthe Tayles, of Mills _d Arches ſmall, 
Whereas theſl ſhoote is ſwift and not too cleare, 
Their lines in length not twiceaboue an ell, 
Ray 132 good ſtorcof lead andtwiſted well, 


Round | 
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The ſecond Booke 


Round handſome hookes that will not breake nor bend, 


The big red worme,well ſcowred,is their bayte, 
Which downe vnto the bottome duth diſcend, 
Whereas the 7 rout and E ele doth lye i In wayte, 
And to their feeding bulily intend, 
Which whenthey lee they bite ind ſwallow Rraight; 
Vpon their lines'is neither Corke nor Quill, 
But when they feclethem plucke then ſtrike they (til, 


For the Sewant and Flounler 


B* Ehold ſome others ranged all along, * 

Totake the Sewant, yea, the Flownder [weet, 
That to the bankein deepeſt places throng, 

To ſhunnetheſwifter ſtreamethat runnes fo fleete, 
And lyc and feede the brackiſh waues among, 
Whereas the waters freſh and (alt doc meete : | 
Andthere the Eele and Shad ſometimes is caught, 
That with the tide into the brookes are brought. 


| But by the way it ſhall not be amilſe, 
| Tovndcrſtand that in the waters gray, 


| Of floating Fiſh,ewo fundry kindes theteis, 


The one thatliues by rauenand by pray, 
And of the weaker fort, now that, now this, JW 
He bites, and ſpoyles, and kills, and beares away, 
Andin his greedy gullet'doth deuowre, | 
As Scillas gulte, a ſhipwithin his powre. 
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of the ſecrets of Angling. 


And theſe hauc wider mouths to catch and take 
Their flying pray, whom ſwiftly they purſe, 
And rowesof teeth like to alaw or rake, 
W herewith their gotten game they bite and chew, 
And greater ſpecede within the waters make, 
Toſet vpon the other wy crew, 

And as the grayhound ſteales vponthe hare, 
So doc they vic to ruſh on them'vnware. 


Vnequall Fate, that ſome are borneto be 
Fearefull and milde, and for the reſt a pray, 
And others are ordain'd to live more free, 
Without controule or danger any way « 
So doth the Foxethe Lambe deſtroy we ſes; © 
The Lyon fierce, the Bener, R oe, or Gray, 
The Havk:, thefoule, the greater wrong theleſle, 
The lofty proud, the lowly poore opprelle, | 


For the Pike or Pearch. 


TOw for to take theſe kinde of Fiſh with all, 

N Itſhalbe needfull to have ill in ſtore, © 

Some lining baites as Bl-iks, and Roche: ſmall, 

Goodgton, or Loachnot taken long before, 

Or yealow Frog ges that in the waters craule; 

But F | aliue they mult be cuermore: one 
For as for baitesthat dead and dull doelye, 


- « They leaſt eſtceme and ſet bur lictle by: 


But 


_- The ſecond Booke 
Buttake good heed your line beſureand ftrong; 
The knots will knit, and of the ſoundeſt hayre, | 
Twiſted with ſome well coloured filke among, 
And that you haue no neede your Rod to feare : 
For thelc great Fiſh will ſtriuc and ſtruggle long, 
Rod,lince,and all into the ſtreame to beare. 
And that your hooke be not too ſmall and weake, 
Leaſt thatit chance co ſtretch,or bap to breake, 


Andas ine£F/4en orthe PRECOA hoare, 
Of e Lppemmwic or craggy «Alps amon 
The maſtifes fierce that hunt the briſt 


b 
| Fed Boare, 
Are harneſed with Cwra:: lightand ſtrong, | 
So forthele Fiſh, your line a foote or more, | 
Muſt armed bewith thinneſt plate along, 
Or ſlender wfrewell faſtned thereunto, 
That will nut {lip not cafily vndoe. 


The other kinde that are vnlike to theſe 
Doe liue by corne or any other (cede: were of 
Sometimes by crummes of bread, of paſte or cheeſe, 
Or graſſchoppers that in greene meadowes breed, 
| With broodlof walpes, of hornets, duares or bees, 
| Lip berries from the bryar buſh or weede, $0 

| ſmall. 
| 
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Bloud wormes,and ſnayles,or crauling Ientiles 
And buzzing flies that on che waters fall, 


; 


All 


-- 
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of the ſecrets of Anzling. 
All theſe are go00d,and many others more, 
To make fit baitcs ro take thele kinde of Fiſh, 
So that ſome fairedeepe place you feede before, 
A day or two, with paile, yvith bole, or diſh ; 
And ”, theſe meats doe vie to throw in tore, _ 
Then ſhall you haue them byteas youwould wiſh: 
And ready ſport to take your pleaſure till, 
of any ſort that beſt you hike to kill, 


Thus feruing them as often as you may, 

But once a weeke at lcaſt it muſt be done, 

If chatto bite they makeroo long delay, 

As by your ſport may be pergeiuedſoone : 

Then ſome great Fiſhdoth fearerhe relt away, 

Whoſe fellowſhipand compantethey ſhunne: 
Who neither in the bait doth rake delight, 
Nor yet will ſuffer chemthat would to byte, 


For this you mult arcmedic prouide, 

Some Reche or Bleike,as T haue ſhew'd before, 
Beneath'whoſevpper finyyoucloſe ſhall hide 
Of all your Hookerhe bites halfe and more, . 
And though the point appeare or may be ſpide, 


| It makes no matter any whit therefore: 


But lethim fall into tie wdtty brimme, 


And downevntothe A ſoftly ſwimme, 


1 
The. ſecond Booke 
And whenyou ſee your Corke begin to moue, 
'And round about to ſoare and fetch a ring, 
Sometime to finke, and ſometime ſwimme abou, 
' As doth the Ducke within the watty ſpring, 
| Yet makeno haſte your preſent hap to prouc, 
' Till with your float at laſt away hee fling, 
Then may you ſafely ſtrike and hold him ſhort, 
And at your will prolong or end yourſport, 


| 


( 


' But every Fiſh loues not cach bayte alike, 

' Although ſometime they feedevpon the ſame; 

' But ſome doe one, and ſome another ſecke, 

\ As beſt vnto their appetite doth frame, 

' The Roche,the Bream,che ( arpe,the Chub,and Bleik, 

With paſte or Cornetheir greedy hunger tame, 
The Dace, the Reffe the Goodgion and thereſt, 

The (mallerſort of crawling wormes loue belt, 


, 
ſ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The Chanender and (bab doe more delight 

To feede on tender Checle,or Cherries red, 

Blacke ſnayles, their bellics ſlitto ſhew their white, 

OrGraſhoppers that skipin cuery Meade ; 

The Pearch,the Tench,and Eele, doc rather bite - 

At great red wormes,in Field or Garden. bred, ©... 
That haue becne ſcowr'd inmoſſe or Fenell rough, 
To rid their filth,and make them hard andtough. 
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of the ſecrets of Angling. 

And with this bayte hath often taken bin 
The Salmon faire, of Riuer-fiſh the beſt; 
The Shad,that inthe Spring time commethin, 
The Swart (wift, that is not (et by lealt, 
T he Bocher ſweet, the pleaſant Flownder thin, | 
The Peele,the Tweat, the Brrlineand therelt, 

With many more. that in the deepe doth lye 

Of eAwon, Vike, of Sexerne, and of Wye. 


Alike they bite, alikethey pull downe low 
The linking Corkethat (triues to riſc againe, 
And when they fecle the ſudden deadly blow, 
 Alikethey ſhunnethe danger and the paine : 
And as an arrow from the Serbian bow, 
All flec alike into the {treame amaine, 
Vntill the eLngler by his wary 8kill, 
Theretyres them out, and bringsthem vp atwill.. 


Yet furthermoreitdoth bchoue to know, 

That forthe moſt part Fiſh doe (ceke their foode 
Vpon the ground, or deepeit buttomie low, -. 
Or at the top of water, (treame,or flood; _ 
Andſo you mult your hooke and bayte beſtow, 
For in the midſt you ſhalldoc lietle good, 
For heawe things downetothe bortom fall, 


_ And light doe ſwim, and ſeldome linkeat all,  ., 
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- The ſecond Booke ' 


All Summer long aloftthe Fiſhes ſwimme, 
'/Delighted wich faire Phexbws ſhining ray, 
FAnd lyein wayte within the waters dimme 
[For flycs and gnats that on the top doeplay, 
Then halte a yard beneath the vpper brimme 

{Ie ſhall be beſt your bayted Hoaketo lay, 

| With gnat or flyc of any ſort or kinde, 

| That \eucry Moneth on Leaucs or Trees you finde, 


__ 


| 
: 
, 
F 
:, 
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| Butrhen your Line muſt haueno Lead atall, 

{ And but a ſlender Corke, or little Quill, 

{ To ſtay the bayte that downe itdoe notfall, 

But hang a Linke within the water till, 

Or clſe vpon the top thereof you ſhall 

With quicker hand, and with more ready skill 

 Letrfall your flyc, andnowand then remoue, 
Which ſoonethe Fiſh will findeand better loue. 


| And in the ſtreame likewiſe they vſe to be 
| Attailes of floudyartes, or at Arches wide. 
Or ſhallow flats, whereas the waters free 
* With freſher ſprings and (wifter courſe doe ſlide : 
| And then of Waſpe, the brood that cannot flye 
Vpona Tyle-({tonefirſt alittle drycd, 
Or ycalow bobsturnd vp beforethe Plough, 

' Arechicfeſt bayts, with Corke and Lead enough. 
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of the ſecrets of Angling. 


But when the golden Chariot of the Sunne, 
Departing from our Northren countries farre 
Beyond the ballance, now his courſe hath runne, 
And goes to warme thecold ,Znrarricg, ſtarre, 
And Summers heat is almoſt ſpent and done, 
With new spproch of Winters dreadfull warre : - 
Then doe the Fiſh withdrawinto the deepe, 
And low from light and cold more cloſe doekeepe, 


I | 


| 


Then on your Lines you may haue ſtore of Lead, 
And bigger Corkes of any (ize you will, 
And wherethe Fiſh are vſedto be fed 
There ſhall youlay vpon the bottom ſtill, 
And whether that your bayte be Corne, or bread, 
Or Wormes, or Paſte, it dothnot greatly skill, 
For thele alone are to be yſed then, 
Vntill the ſpring or ſummer come againe. © | 


Thus haue 1 ſhew'd how Fiſh of divers kinde 
Beſt taken arc, and how their baytsto know; 
But Phaxbus now beyond the Welterne Indey 
Beginneth to deſcend and draweth low, 
And well the weather ſcrues and gentle winde 


Downe with thetide and pleaſant (treameto row, 
Vnto ſome place where we may relt vs in, 
Vntill we ſhall another time begin. 


The end of the ſecond Booke. 
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g Ow fals it outin order to declare, ſ 
What timeis beſt to «Angle in aright ; / 
And when the chiefe and fitteſt ſeaſons are 
Wherein the fiſh are moſt diſpos'dtobire, 
doth make, and which againe doth marre 
The englers [port,wherein he takes delight, 

And how he may with pleaſure belt aſpire, / 

Vnto the wiſhed end of his delire, | 


For thereare times in which they will not bite, 
But doe forbeare and from their food refrain, 
And dayes there are wherein they more delight 
To labour for the ſame and bite amaine 
So, he that can thoſe ſcaſons finde arighe 
Shall not repent his traucll ſpentin vaine,. 
To walke a mile or two amid({tthe fields, | 
Reaping the fruit this harmlelle pleaſure yeelds. 
D 4 And 


The third Booke 


' And as a ſhip in ſafeand quiet roade 

' Ynder ſome hill or harbour doth abide, 

Withall herfraight, her tackling, and her [oad, 
Attending (till the windeand wiſhed tide, 

* Whichwhenit ſcrues, nolonger makes aboad, 

\ Butforth into the watry deepe doth (lide, 
Andthrough the waucs deuides her fairc(t way 
Vnto the place where ſhe intends to (tay. 


So mult thee Legler be prouided ſtill, /,. - 
Of divers tooles, and ſundry baytes in.ſtore ; | 
Andall things elſe pertaining to his skill, -- 

| Which he ſhall getandlay vp long before, - 
Thatwhen the weather frameth to his will, 
Hee may be well appointed eucrmore 

» Totakefit time when it is offered euer, 
For time in one eltatc abidcthneuer. 


The qualities of an Angler, 


Vecrel further goc, it ſhall behave 
To ſhew what gifts and qualities of minde 
Bclongs to him that doth this paſtime Joue ; © 
And what thevertues are of cuery kinde . 
Without the which it werein vaine to proue, 
Orto expe the pleaſure he ſhould "a 
No more then he that having ſtore of meate 
Hath loſt all luſt andappetire to cate. 
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of the ſecrets of Angling. 
For what auailes to Bruoke or Lake togoe;. 
With handſome Rods and Hookes of divers ſort, 
Well twiſted Lines, and many trinkets moe, 
To finde the Fiſh within their watry fort, 

If charttheminde be not contended (o, | 
But wants thoſe gifts thatſhould the reſt ſupport, 


And make his plealure tohis thoughts agree, 
With theſe theretore he mult endued be. 


The firſt is Faith, not wauering and vnſtable, 
But ſuch as had that holy Patriarch old, 
That rothe higheſt was (o acceptable 
As his.increaſe and of<ſpring manifolde 
Excceded far the {tarres innumerable, + T5F-4 
So mult he (till a firme perſwalion holde, 
 Tratwherc as vaters, brookes,and lakes arc found, | 
There (tore of Fiſh withoutall doubt abound. 


For nature that hath: made no emptiething, 

But all herworkes\doth well and wiſcly frame, 

Hath fild each-Brookegeach Riuer, Lake and Spring 

Wich creatures, apt to live amid(t thefaine 3 

Euen asthe carth, the ayre, and ſcas doe bring © 

Forth Beaſts,and Birds of ſundry ſort and name, 
And given them ſhape, ability, and ſence, © 
To live and dweli therein withoue offence. 
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- Thethird Booke 
' The ſecond gift and qualitieis Hope, 
The Anchor-holde of euecry hard defire 
That hauing of the day ſs large a ſcope, 
He ſhall in time to wiſhed hap aſpire, 
And crethe Sunnehath' leftthe heaunly cope 
Obtaine the ſpore and game he doth delire, | 

And that rhe Fiſh though ſometime ſlow to bite, 

Will recompence delay with more delight. 


Thethirdis Love, and liking tothe game, 
And to his friend and neighbour dwelling by z 
For greedy pleaſure not roſpoile the ſame, ] 
Nor of his Fiſh ſome portion to deny " 
To any that are licklie\, weake, or lame, 
Butrather with his Line and Angle try - 
/-In Pondor Brooke, to due what in him lyes, 
Totakeſuch ſtore for therh as may ſuthce. 


Then followeth-Paticnce, that the furious flame - 

Of Choller cooles, and Paſſion putsto flight, 

As doth a skilfull rider breake and tame; - 

The Courſer wilds, and teach him rread-aright : 

So patience doth the minde diſpoſe and frame, 

Totake miſhaps-in worth, and count them light, 
As lolle of Fiſh, Line, Hooke, or Lead, or all, 
-Or other chance that often may befall; 
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of the ſecrets of Angling. 
Thefift good guiftis low Humilitic, 2% 
As when a Lyon coucheth for his pray 
So mult he (toopeor kneele vpon his knee, 
To ſaue his line or putthe weedes away, 
Orlyec along ſumetime if. needethere be, 
For any let or chancethat happen may, 
And not to {corne to take a little paine, 


To (erue his turne his pleaſureto obtaine. 


The (ixt is painefull (trength-and courage good, 

The greateſt to incounter inthe Brooke, 

If rhat he happen in his angry mood, 

To ſnatch your bayte, and bearc away your Hoo 

With wary skill to rule himinthe Flood, 

Vntill morequiet, tame, and milde helooke, 
And all aduentures conſtantly to beare, 
That may betide without miſtrult or feare. 


hs 


Next vnto this is Liberalitic, > 
Feeding them oft with full and plenteous hand, 
Of all thereſt a needfull qualitie, 
Todraw them neere the place where you will ſtand, 
Like to the ancient hoſpitalitie, 
That ſometime dwelt in e{{b50ns fertile land, 
But now -is ſent away intocxile, 
Beyondthe bounds of /fabelias Le, 
B+ 7 
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The third Booke 


"The eight is knowledge how to finde the way 

To make them bite when they are dull and (low, 
And what doth letthe fame and breedes delay, 

And euery like impediment to know, 

_ That keepes them from their foode and wanted pray, 
. Wichin the ſtreame, or ſtanding waters low, 

And with experience skilfully to proue, 

All other faults to mend orto remoue, 


| The ninth is placabillitieof minde, 
Contented with a reaſonable diſh, 
Yea though ſometimes no ſport at all he finde, 

| Orthatthe weather prove not to his wiſh. 

The tenth is thankes to that God, of each kinde, 
Tonet and bayt doth fend both foule and Filh, 
And {till referue inough in ſecret ſtore, 

To pleaſe the rich, and torelieue the poore. 


_ Th'elcauenth good guift and hardeſt to indure, 
Is faſting long from all ſuperfluous fare, 
Vnto the which he muſt himſelfe inure, 

By exerciſe and vſc of dyet{pare, 

Andwirh the liquor of the waters pure, 

Acquaint himſelfe if he cannot forbeare, 
And neuer on his greedy belly thinke, 
From riſing ſunne vntill a low he ſincke. 


G ' Ws 4 5 AWT\ , —_—_ 
wg fy a —* o by , - pt; $4 
< va, % by F —N | ; "KgFs 


of the ſecrets of Angling. 


The twelth'and laſt of all is memory, 
| Remembring well betore he (erteth out, 
Each needtul] thing that he mult occupy, 
And not to [tandot any want in 
Or leauc ſomething behinde forgetfully : 
When he hath walk the fields and brokes about, - 
It were grietc backe toreturne againe, 
For things forgot that ſhould his ſport maintain; 


Herethen you ce what kinde of quallities, 

An eAngler ſhould indued be withall, 

Beſides his skill and other properties, 

To leruc his turne, as to his lot doth fall: 

But now what ( tlon for this exerciſc, 

The fitteſt is and which doth ferue but (mall, 
My Mulc vouchſafe ſome little ayd'to lend, 
To bring this ailo tothe wiſhed end. 


| Seaſon and time not 10 eAnele. 
| BY ,if the weather be to dry and hot, 
And ſcalds with ſcorching (on the lowly plaine, 
As if that youthfull Phazton had got, | 
_ IThe nuiding of his fathers Cartcagaine, 
Or that it ſeem'd eFpols had forgot 
— [Hislighefoore ſtecdes rorule with ſtedfaſtraine, 
It is not good with any line or Hooke,  . 
_To 6 Ange then in riuer,pond,or brooke. 
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. The third Booke 
Or When cold Boreas with his froſty beard, 


' Lookes out from vnderneath the letler beare, 


And makes the weary travailer afcard, 
To ſce the valleys couered cuery where 


* With Ice and Snow,that late ſo greene appear'd,. 
| Thewaters ſtand as if of ſtecle they weare: 


And hoary froſts doe hange on euery bough, 
Where freſheſt leaues'of ſummer late did grow. 


So neither if Don e/£olws lets goe, 
His bluſtring windes'out of the hollow deepe, 


| Where he their ſtrife and ſtrugling to and fro 


With triple forke doth ſtill in order keepe, 

They ruſhing forth'doe rage with tempelts {o, 

As if they would the world togither ſweepe, 
And rufHing ſo with ſturdy blaſts they blow, 
Thattree and houſe ſometimes chey ouer throw. 


Beſides when ſhepheardsand the ſwaines prepare, 


.Vnto the brookes with all their flockes of ſheepe, 


To waſh their fleeces and to make them faire, 

In cuery poole and running water deepe, 

The ſauour of the wooll doth fo impaire, 

The plealanit ſtreames,and plunging thatthey keepe, 
Asif that Lerbe-floudrancuery where, y 

Ocbicter Dors intermingled were. 
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_ of the ſecretsof Angling. 

Or when land flouds through long and ſudden raine, 
Diſcending from the hills and higher ground, 
Theſand and mud the chriſtall ſtreames doe ſtaine, . - | 
And make them riſe aboue their wonted bound, . 
To ouer flow the fields and neighbour plaine, 
The fruitfull ſoyle and Meadowes faire are drownd, 

T he husbandman doth leeſc his graiſe and hay, 

T he bankestheirtrecs, and bridges borne away. 


So when the leaues begin to fall apace, 
And bough and braunch arc naked to be ſcene, .. 
While nature doth her former worke deface, 
Vnclothing buſh, and tree, of ſummersgreene, - 
Whoſe ſcattered(poiles lye thicke in every place, 
As ſands on ſhore or (tarrcs the poles betweene, 
And top and bottome of the rivers fill, 
To Angle then Ialſothinkeitill. 


All windes are hurtful if too hard they blow, 
The worlt of all is that out of the Eaſt, Dd 
Whole nature makes the Fiſh co biting (low, | 

JAnd lets the paſtime moſt of all the reſt, 
Thenextthat comes from countries cladwith Snow, 
And -rrich, pole is ror offenſiueleaſt, oj 
The Southern winde is counted beſt of all, 

Then,thatwhich riſech where the ſunne doth fall. 


a” - Y'% 
: \ y an & "OS - 
a =. © 4£ # . & 
£2) 39 24%» 


C| ry I eee R—_— 


- The third Booke 


| Beſt tymes and ſeaſon to «gle, | 
' D veifrche weather ſtedfaſt beand cleare, 
| L Dor overcaſt withclouds, ſoirbe dry, 
And that noligne nor tokenthere appeare, 


| Ofchreatning (torme through all the empry skie, 
' But that theayreis clameand yoide of feare, - 

' Ofrufling windes or raging eempelts hie; - 

'  Orthat with milde and gentle galethey blow, 
Then is it good vnto the brooke to goe, 


' Andwhenthe flouds arcfallnand paſt away, . 
| Andcaricd hauerhe dregges intoche deepe, 

| And thatthe warers waxe more thin and gray, 
! Andleautetheirbankes aboue them high and'(teepe; | 
The milder ftreame of colour like towhay, * - - 
' Within his bounds his wonted courſe doth keepe, 
Andthat the windis South orclſe by-Weft, 
To Anglethen is time and ſcaſons belt 


When faire «Arora riling carly ſhewes 

Her bluſhing face beyond the Eaſterne hils, 
 Anddycsthe heavenly vault with purplerewes, 
That far abroadtheworld with brightnes bils, + 
The Mcadowes greene are hoare with lilucr dewes, 
That on the earth che (fable night diſtills; 

And chanting'birds with merry nores bewray, 

| The necre approaching of the chearetull day; ' * | 

—_—_— L NED | - 


| 


{Pike loues great pooles, and 


of the ſecrets of Angling. 
Then let him goe to River, Brooke, or Lake, . , | 
That joues the ſport,where ſtore of Fiſh abourid, ' \ : 
And through the pleaſant fields his iourncy make, - 
Amid'lt ſweer Paſtures, Meadowes freſh and ſound, 
Where he may beſt his choice of paſtimetake, 
While (wift Hyperion runnes his circleround 
 Andas the place ſhall to his liking proue, 
There ſtill remaine or further elſe remoue. © 


VT, 


T 0 know earh Fiſhes bannt. w- 
Ow that the eLngler may the better know . _ 
Where he may Fade each Fiſh he dothrequite, 


Since ſome delight in waters ſtill and ſlow, 
And ſome doe loue the Mud and ſlimy mite 
Some others where the ſtreamedoth ſwifter flow, 
Some [tony ground,and grauell ſome deſire, _ 
Here ſhall he learne how every ſort docſceke, 
To haunt the Layre that doth hienature like. 


Carpe, Eele,and Texch,doe louea muddieground, . _ 
Eeles ynder (tones or hollow rootes doe lye; | 
The 7 ench among thicke weedes is ſooneſt found, 
The fearcfull Carpe into the deepe doth flicy 

Bream, Chub and Pike, where clay and ſand abound, 
places fullof frie : 


The Chubdelightsin (treame or ſhadictree, 
| AideenderBroanein broadeltaketo be... 


| 


The third Booke 
The Salmon [wilt the Rivers (veer doth like, 
Where largeſt ſfreames into the' Sea are led : 


The ſpotted 7roxz the fmaller Brookes doth (eeke, 
And in the deepelt hole there hides his head : 


| \ Theprickled Pearch in cucry hollow creeke, 


- 


Hard by the banke, and (andy ſhoare is fed. 
Pearch,Tront ,and Salmon loue cleere waters all, 
Greene weedy rockes, and ſtony graucltſmall. 


_ _ Sodoththe Bulhead,Goodoioy, and the' Loache, 
- Whomoſtin ſhallow Brookes delight rabe, 
The Ruffe; the Dace, the Byrbill and the Roach, 
Grauell and ſand doe loue in Icife degree, © 
But to thedeepe andſhade doe more approach, 
And ouerhead ſomecouert loucto fee, 6-44 
Of ſpreading Poplar, Oake or Willow greene, 
Where vnderneath they lurke for becing feene. 


,uce great waters hauntsalway, * 
And in the ſtilleſt jereof doth lye, © 

' Sauce when heraungeth foorth to fecke his pray, 
And (ſwift among the freref ullfifh; doth fiye, 
"The dainty Humber lo $ he marley clay, ok 


The mighty Laces at waters haut 
place thereof doth lye, £96 
Andclece rams ofchyriplmevunelchye, | 


And in the chigfelt Soolesthereof doch reſt, - 
Whetche isſootiefFfound andtaken beſt,” 
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- of the ſecrets of Angling. 
The {haxender amidſt the waters fayre, 
In ſvifteſt treames doth molt bimſcifc beſtow, 
The Shad and T wear doe rather like thelaire, 
Of brackiſh waucs, where it doth cbbeand flow, 
And thither alſo doth the flockerepaire, 

' And flat vpon the bottom lyethlow, 

The Peele, the Muller and the Swant good 
Doelikethe ſame, and therein ſecketheir food. 


Bur here: experience doth my kill exceed, 
Since, diucrs Countries.diuers Riuers haue z 
And digers Rivers change of waters breed,  _ . 
And change of waters ſundry Fiſh dothcraue, 
And ſundry Fifhin divers places feede, 
Asbeſt doth like them in theliquid waue, 

So thatby vſe and pradtiſe may beknowne," © 
More cher by artor skill canwell be ſhowne, 


Sothen it ſhall be RP” to ls 

What ſundry kindes therelicinſecret ſtore, 
And where they doe reſort, and what they are, 
That may be till diſcoucred more and oe : 
Let him that liſt no painenor trauell ſpar 
' Tolceke them out, as Ihauedoneb 


ny 


. And thenit ſhallnot diſcontent his minde, 
I choice of place and epange of game! mapa: 
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Strong hooke to holde the fiſhhe haps to hit, 
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'. Thethird Booke 


"The beſt bonres of the day to «Avele. 


Pon firſt appearing ofthe riling Sunne, 


Till nine of clocke low ynder water beſt 
The Fiſh will bite, and then from nine to noone, 
From nooneto faure they doerecfraineand reſt, 
From foure againe till Phebus (wift hath runne, - 
His daily courſe, and fettethinthe Welt; © 
' Butattheflic aloft they victo bite, 

All ſummer long from ninetillit be night,. 


Now leaſt the Angler leaue his Tooles behinde, 
For lacke of heed or haſte of his delire, _ 
Ando inforced with vnwilling minde, 


Mult leaue his game and backeagaine retire, 


Such things to fetch asthere he cannot inde. 
Toſerye histurnewhen needeſhall molt require, 
' Hereſhall he haueto helpe his memory, 
Alction ſhort of eucry wants ſupply, 


Light Rod to ſtrike, long line to reach withall, , 


Sparc Lines and Hookes, whatever chance doe fall, 
Baites quicke and dead to bring themto the bit, _ 
= 


Fine Leadand Quils with Corks both great and (mal 
Knife, File and thred, and little Basket fit, © 
Plummets to ſound the depth of clay and fand,. 
With Pole and Neto bring them lafe to larid, 
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of the ſecrets of Angling: 
And now we #reariucd atthe laſt, 
In wiſhed harbour where we meaneto reſts 
And makean end of this ourfourney paſt : 
Here then-in'quict roade I chinkeiebe 
We ſtrikeourlailes and ſtedfalt Anchor caſt 
For now the Sunne low ſerteth-in the Welt, 
And yee Boat-Swaines, a merry Carrol ling, 
To him that ſafely did vs hither bring, 


FINIS. 


{!>Then: here's thy wiſh 3 irts - 
20! "THR #Þ1s Teceipr, 
"To annoynt thy Baite. 


*T Hou that - deſir ſt to fiſh with Line and Hooke, 
Beitin poole,in Riucr,or in Brooke, 
To bliſſethy baite, and makethe Fiſhto bice : 
Loe;here's a meanes,if thou canſt hitit right, 
Take Gum of AGO and laid inffoake 
In Oyle, welldrawne from that which kils the Oake, 
Fiſhwhere thouwilt,thou ſhalt haueſportthy fill, 
When twenty faile, thou ſhalt be ſureto kill. 


Probatum. 
1t's perfeit\ and good, 
If well underſtood ; 

Elſe not to be tolde 
For Silwer or Golde.. 


.FINIS 
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